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(Class 6 English - Unit 1)-
Fables And Folk Tales

1. Author Profile and Curricular Framework

The inclusion of "A Bottle of Dew" in the Grade 6 curriculum represents a strategic alignment with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. By utilizing the simple yet profound prose of Sudha Murty, the textbook Poorvi
(part of the Jasmine book series) moves away from rote learning toward experiential pedagogy. Murty’s
storytelling serves as a vehicle for values-based learning, allowing students to internalize complex ethics—such
as the dignity of labor—through the relatable medium of a folk tale. This approach ensures that language
acquisition is inextricably linked to character development and critical thinking.

Born: August 20, 1950 (Shiggaon, North Karnataka) Profile: A prolific novelist, motivational speaker, and
technologist. She holds an M.Tech in Computer Science from the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.
Literary Impact: A prolific writer in English and Kannada, she has authored more than 42 books across genres,
ranging from children’s literature to technical manuals. Philanthropy: Former Chairperson of the Infosys
Foundation and current leader at the Murty Trust. Recognition: Recipient of the Padma Bhushan (2023) and
Padma Shri (2006). Recently nominated as a Member of the Rajya Sabha.

Curricular Alignment

Aspect Details
Textbook Poorvi (NCERT / Jasmine Book Series)
Placement Unit 1: Fables and Folk Tales

NCF 2023 Objectives [Character development, ethical reasoning, and shift to experiential learning.

Pedagogical Strategy [Use of "Word Webs" and narrative scaffolding to bridge moral and practical wisdom.

Through this narrative, Murty bridges the gap between traditional oral histories and the modern requirement for
disciplined, productive action.
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2. Narrative Architecture and Thematic Progression

"A Bottle of Dew" follows a traditional folk tale arc, a structure essential for Grade 6 learners to master story
sequencing and logical progression. By using a predictable yet engaging framework, the story allows students to
focus on the psychological transformation of the protagonist rather than complex plot mechanics.

The Four-Part Narrative Model

1. Beginning (The Status Quo): Rama Natha, the son of a wealthy landlord, inherits vast tracts of land.
However, he exists in a state of detachment, neglecting his practical responsibilities in favor of a lifelong
fantasy: finding a magic potion to turn objects into gold.

2. Conflict (The Speculation): This obsession takes a heavy financial and emotional toll. Rama Natha is
frequently cheated by charlatans, leading to dwindling family finances. His wife, Madhumati, represents
practical realism, growing increasingly anxious as they face potential ruin.

3. Events (The Transformation): The intervention of Sage Mahipati marks the shift from speculation to
labor. The sage provides a "strategic task": Rama Natha must plant banana trees and collect five liters of
dew over six years. This forces Rama Natha to engage in the very agricultural labor he previously
ignored.

4. Resolution (The Realization): After six years, the "magic ritual” fails to turn copper to gold. However,
the sage reveals the true alchemy: the gold coins earned by Madhumati from selling the fruits of the
plantation. Rama Natha realizes that the "potion™ was merely a tool to instill discipline and hard work.

True prosperity and success are not the results of magical shortcuts or "get-rich-quick" schemes; they are the
direct products of honest labor, perseverance, and the strategic utilization of resources at hand.

While the story ends on a moral high note, the transition from the moral to the material reveals a fascinating
agricultural and mathematical truth.

3. The ""Dew Collection" Analytical Model

To fully appreciate the scale of Rama Natha's transformation, one must move beyond the "magic™ and analyze
the sheer agricultural effort required to meet the sage's conditions. This realistic modeling illustrates how a
speculative goal was cleverly converted into an economic engine.
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The Dew Equation

Using the parameters established by Sage Mahipati, we can model the intensity of the labor involved. Note: The
collection window is a pedagogical estimate based on the "winter months™ mentioned in the text.

\begin{aligned} &\text{Target Volume } (V): 5 \text{ Liters (5,000 mL)} \\ &\text{Active Timeline } (t): 6
\text{ Years} \\ &\text{Collection Window: } \sim 90 \text{ days/year (Winter Estimate)} \\ &\text{Total
Collection Days } (N): 6 \times 90 = 540 \text{ days} \\ &\text{Required Daily Yield } (R): \frac{5,000 \text{
mL}}{540 \text{ days}} \approx \mathbf{9.26 \text{ mL/day}} \end{aligned}

The ""So What?"" Factor: Collecting nearly 10 mL of dew every single winter morning is impossible with just a
few plants. This target necessitated the transition from a neglected field to a massive, highly productive
plantation. To reach the 5-liter mark, Rama Natha had to plant "rows and rows" of trees, effectively creating a
commercial-scale enterprise. The sage didn't just give him a task; he gave him a business model disguised as a
ritual.

4. Multi-Dimensional Character Analysis

In folk literature, characters serve as pedagogical models. Analyzing their behavioral shifts allows students to
understand the nuances of human growth and practical partnership.

Character Developmental Matrix

Character Initial Traits Core Contribution Symbolic Significance
Rama Natha Gullibility; obsessed with |Physical labor; clearing fields;  [The transformation from a dreamer to

shortcuts; lazy speculator. |consistent plantation care. a disciplined producer.

. [Practical realism; financial Econor_nlc Catalyst:_Harvestlng, The counterpoint to blind faith; the

Madhumati S marketing, and securing gold .

anxiety; critical judgment. o necessity of grounded management.
Sage Reputable wisdom; Directing destructive obsession gl Sca_lffoldlng: Guiding

o . . ; others to self-reliance through

Mabhipati  [strategic mentor. into productive work.

experience.
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Analysis: Strategic Mentorship

Sage Mahipati’s method is a masterclass in indirect instruction. He recognized that a direct lecture on "hard
work™ would be ignored. By employing pedagogical scaffolding, he met Rama Natha on the level of his own
belief (alchemy) to channel an unhealthy obsession into a life-changing habit. This mentorship proves that
experience—where the student discovers the value of labor themselves—is a more effective teacher than a
sermon.

5. Linguistic Mastery and Grammar Lab

The language acquisition in this unit utilizes "Word Web" strategies to help students identify patterns and
context.

Word Bank

Term Contextual Definition Usage in Story

Potion A liquid with magical properties. He spent all his time looking for a magic potion.
Tended |Cared for or looked after. Rama Natha tended the banana plants carefully.
Muttered [Spoke in a low, quiet voice. The sage muttered words over the bottle of water.
Precious |Highly valuable or dear. He felt he had wasted six precious years of his life.
Wisdom [Deep understanding and experience. He understood the wisdom behind the sage's words.

Phonetic Analysis: Homophones
The text introduces words that sound identical but differ in spelling and meaning:

Dew (Moisture) vs. Due (Expected/Owed)

Son (Male child) vs. Sun (Star that gives light/heat)
One (Single number) vs. Won (Past tense of win)
See (To look) vs. Sea (Saltwater body)

Grammar Spotlight
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I. Parts of Speech Matrix Students should be able to identify the following word classes from the text:

Word Part of Speech Contextual Role

Bottle Noun The object used to collect the dew.

Wise Adjective Describes the nature of Sage Mahipati.

Walk \Verb The action of moving through the plantation.
Quickly Adverb Describes the speed of Rama Natha’s early failures.
Happiness Noun The state Rama Natha achieves through real wealth.

Il. Reported Speech Convert direct dialogue into indirect narrative:

o Direct: Rama Natha said, "I will bring five liters of dew."
o Reported: Rama Natha said that he would bring five liters of dew.

6. Comprehensive Question Bank & Metacognitive Prompts

These exercises are designed to move students from "surface-level reading” to deep synthesis and modern-day
application.

Level 1: Recall & Comprehension

1. What was the specific "funny idea" that Rama Natha believed in?
2. What instructions did Sage Mahipati give Rama Natha regarding the banana plants?

Level 2: Think & Reflect

1. Why did Rama Natha feel "cheated" after the ritual with the copper vessel?
2. How did Madhumati's role as a ""counterpoint to blind faith” actually create the wealth?

Level 3: Metacognitive Connections

1. Text-to-Self: Describe a time you worked hard for a long period. How did the result make you feel?
2. Text-to-World: How does the sage’s lesson apply to modern "get-rich-quick™ schemes or online cyber
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Creative Challenge: The Alternative Ending
Predict a scenario where Rama Natha did not trust the sage and refused to plant the banana trees. Based on his

previous behavior, would he have remained in poverty or been cheated again by other charlatans? Explain his
likely future.

7. Botanical & Regional Extension: The World of Bananas

To ground this story in Indian reality, we must look at the diverse agricultural landscape that makes such a
plantation possible.

Regional Variety Guide

Variety Primary Region(s) Sensory Characteristics

Rasthali Karnataka / Tamil Nadu Small and sweet with an apple-like flavor.
Nendran Kerala Large, thick-skinned, and starchy; used for chips.
YelakkKi Karnataka / Tamil Nadu \VVery small, thin-skinned, and exceptionally sweet.
Red Banana [Tamil Nadu Reddish-purple skin with a creamy, sweet pulp.

Special Feature: The Blue Java

While Rama Natha grew traditional varieties, some regions cultivate the Blue Java (Ice Cream Banana). This
variety is known for its distinct pale blue skin and a creamy, custard-like texture that tastes similar to vanilla ice
cream. It primarily grows in Southeast Asia and Hawaii, reaching heights of 15-20 feet.

Final Summary: The journey of Rama Natha teaches us that the greatest "magic" in the world is the ability to
turn the resources at our hand into value through knowledge, patience, and sustained effort.

Chapter: A Bottle of Dew

Important Long Answer Questions
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Q1. Who was Rama Natha?
Answer:

Rama Natha was a poor farmer. He wanted to become rich without working hard. He believed that a magic
potion could turn iron into gold.

Q2. Why did Rama Natha want the magic potion?
Answer:

Rama Natha wanted the magic potion because he wished to become rich quickly. He did not want to earn money
through hard work.

Q3. Who helped Rama Natha?
Answer:

A wise sage named Mahipati helped Rama Natha. Instead of giving him a magic potion, he taught him the
importance of hard work and patience.

Q4. What task did Mahipati give to Rama Natha?

Answer:

Mahipati asked Rama Natha to collect a bottle full of dew from banana leaves. He also advised him to plant
many banana trees so that he could collect enough dew.
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QS. Why did it take Rama Natha many years to fill the bottle?
Answer:

It took many years because only a few drops of dew could be collected every morning. Rama Natha had to grow
many banana plants and work hard every day.

Q6. How did Rama Natha become rich?
Answer:

Rama Natha became rich by growing banana plants and selling bananas. His hard work brought him wealth.

Q7. Did the bottle of dew really turn iron into gold?
Answer:

No. The bottle of dew had no magical power. The real magic was Rama Natha's hard work, patience, and
dedication.

Q8. What lesson did Rama Natha learn?

Answer:

Rama Natha learned that there is no shortcut to success. Hard work, patience, and honesty always bring success.
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Q9. What is the moral of the story?
Answer:

The moral of the story is:

""Hard work is the real magic."

or

"There is no substitute for hard work."

Q10. Why is the story called " A Bottle of Dew"?
Answer:

The story is called "A Bottle of Dew" because collecting dew made Rama Natha work hard for many years. The
bottle itself was not magical; it symbolized patience and hard work.

Short Answer Questions

1. Who was Mahipati?

Answer: Mahipati was a wise sage.

2. What did Rama Natha want?

Answer: He wanted to become rich.
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3. What did Mahipati ask him to collect?

Answer: A bottle full of dew.

4. \Where did Rama Natha collect dew from?

Answer: From banana leaves.

5. How long did it take him?

Answer: Many years.

6. What crop did Rama Natha grow?

Answer: Banana plants.

7. Who became rich?

Answer: Rama Natha.

8. Was there any magic?

Answer: No.
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9. What made Rama Natha successful?

Answer: Hard work and patience.

10. What kind of story is ""A Bottle of Dew"'?

Answer: It is a fable (folk tale with a moral).

Moral VValues

Hard work brings success.
There is no shortcut to success.
Patience is important.

Honesty is better than greed.
Believe in effort, not magic.

Exam-Oriented Long Questions

Q1. Describe the character of Rama Natha.

Answer:
Rama Natha was a poor farmer. At first, he was lazy and wanted to become rich without working hard. He
believed in magic. After following Mahipati's advice, he worked sincerely, grew banana plants, and became rich.

He learned that hard work is the real key to success.
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Q2. How did Mahipati teach Rama Natha an important lesson?

Answer:

Mahipati did not give Rama Natha any magic potion. Instead, he asked him to collect a bottle of dew from
banana leaves. This made Rama Natha plant banana trees and work hard every day. By selling bananas, Rama
Natha earned money and became rich. Thus, Mahipati taught him that hard work is the true magic.

Important One-Line Answers

Farmer's name: Rama Natha

Wise man: Mabhipati

Magic item: Bottle of dew

Plants grown: Banana plants

Real magic: Hard work

Story type: Fable

Main theme: Hard work leads to success.

) Students Classes.
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